                                                            BEHOLDER BIBLE SPEAK    
As our President talks to us in Texan, my preacher does Bible speak.  At church on Sunday, the preacher's sermon was about work since Labor Day was the next day.  He picked passages out of the Bible that summarized the following:

 

It is a gift from God to Work.  We are all supposed to work.  No matter what your job is here on Earth, we are to do it with the attitude of,”Christ put me here to serve you."  Furthermore, we are to do our work just as good when no boss is looking as when he/she is standing over our shoulder.  We are to strive for Excellence but not necessarily perfection in our work. On this point he gave an example about Henry Kissinger.  He used to hire hot shot fresh college graduates from big time colleges.  First thing, he would take them into his office and tell them he wanted them to write a position paper and turn it in to him.  They would return with it, he would look at it and then ask, "Can you do better than this?"  Usually the answer was, yes, if they had more time they probably could, and they would take it away and really spend some big time sweat over it.  Make it super.  When they handed it to him again he would look at it and then ask them, "Is this your very best work?"  When the answer came back, yes, he would then tell them, “Good, that is the way  I want you to do everything for me.”  Also, we are to have Ethics in our work. And lastly, we are to have Enthusiasm in our work.  You don't want your fellow workers coming in and complaining and all sad faced-right?  Then be sure and don’t do that yourself!
 

I really was quite excited about this sermon.  Sunday after church we made a visit to family members for brunch.  Conversation was slow so someone asked what I learned at church that morning.   After brunch I took out my Worship Service Bulletin from which I had taken notes and I delivered the theme of the sermon.  I did it well.  Afterwards there was hushed silence.  

As George W. Bush proclaimed WMD, or weapons of mass destruction, and IED, improvised explosive device, someone at the table proclaimed, “Perfection, Ethics, Enthusiasm should be our work ethic. Or your job should be done as a PEE.  Well, I don’t think so! 
The very next day I received practical application.  I was in the middle of a work job at home at Tara, our house on the plantation.  I was finishing up the last of the painting of doors in the redecoration of a bedroom.  Miss Bonnie happened to check and stated that it would look nice when all the doors and the door casings were finished with fresh paint.  I was painting only the doors, not the casings.   

Just as Donald Rumsfield replied to Senator Hillary Clinton’s statement to him that he should be held accountable for his miserable direction of the Iraq war on terror: He responded,  “Well my goodness I don’t thank it is at all like that.”  Rather indignantly, I replied by asking if she was using the sermon information that she had learned yesterday.  I said that I thought I was complying with excellence and ethics and I was using plenty of enthusiasm.  I questioned if she was asking if I could do better, or maybe is this the best that I could do?  Or what?  It was sad.
Then I got a jolt.  There became a shooter and I be the target.  Or as if, I was standing right on top of an IED at ground zero.  She informed me that first of all, she was really surprised to hear that Henry Kissinger had been used as an example because she had never thought he had any principles or ethics at all!   Additionally, my excellence is not necessarily the same as correct excellence since those door casings needed to be the same color as the doors! 

 Well my goodness, even complying with Bible speak, you can still have fellow workers coming in and complaining and all sad faced since it seems to be all in the eyes of the beholder.  
Bubba the Creeker, 8 September 2006
Eccl 2:24; Eccl 5:13; 2 Thess 3:10; Eph 6:5-8; Col 3:23

Dedicated to Anna who has just started a new job in her life.  Do well, Anna.

