31 May 2008

Dear Bubba,
 That is good news.  I was going to call or email (as soon as I could find someone who could instruct me).  But I am glad that you were able to figure it out, for three reasons:  I no longer have to research it, I will see the fruits of your labor that much sooner, and it demonstrates to me that even in retirement the human brain is quite capable of learning new things.
 Although you told me not to pass around yesterday’s honorarium, you said nothing about your voice messages.  I am again honored to be one of the very few (I know of no others) to have heard your voice.  I have started playing your messages at assemblies.  George acts as the “barker” luring people inside.  I have also saved it into the new Bubba “Audio File”.  I am now seen as somewhat of a celebrity, the one who could channel the great Bubba.  We have started discussion groups to analyze and understand the content.  Oh how I wish I were there to actually receive the call (but then I would not have the recording and the “proof” of the call).  Oh to have one’s cake and also eat it!
 You had asked me to participate in listening to the rough draft of the new story (imagine!), actually read by the author himself.  Should I now just wait for the finished (typewritten) version?  Perhaps George and I could hold another assembly, charge people to get in, and have you do a live presentation.  Kind of like a WebEx.  We’d be kind of like the local agents.  We’ll work out the details and financial arrangements later.  Also, the merchandising  (you know, tee shirts, coffee mugs, pentel pencils, size 15’s, etc.).  Let me know what you think.
 Signed:  A Bubbateer
Awards Season 

It’s that time of year when it’s “awards season”.  Most of you know what I mean….Academy awards (movies), Grammy awards (music), Country Music Awards (country music, of course), Peoples Choice awards (all manner of media).  A big deal on TV…coverage of what is known as the red carpet (or arrival to the venue), who the stars are, what they’re wearing, how much “bling” they have on.  It always made us wonder, “what would it be like to receive such an honor” ?  Little did we know, we would soon find out !

Each of us have occasion to meet people every day.  It’s always something when one of those people stand out as unique, cutting edge, a real “player” as the kids would say.  One we met, a former business colleague…good at his job, sometimes a jokester, would like to pull pranks, but most of all, had a real penchant for writing, a future author, maybe.  

Who is we ?  Well, again, business colleagues all…. all manner of short stories.  Lots of material about work, about home, about family, about vacations, about buying vehicles, you name it, he wrote about it.  Good stuff too, very funny, always made you think about the moral to the story, kind of like those books you buy at Barnes & Noble or Borders, but less expensive and shorter !

Now one former colleagues had been on the distribution list  from day one…..and being as organized as he is, he has diligently kept these original masterpieces in a three ring binder (ever expanding with each new chapter).  
Now, in this electronic age, our former colleague started to publish and send these epistles via electronic medium (aka e-mail). of the latest and greatest, kind of bootleg copies, very exciting to get.  Alas, a few years ago, our colleague up and retires and moves to a southern climet !  What would happen to story generation, would it be available from down south, do they have e-mail south of the Mason Dixon line ?  

Fortunately, we wouldn’t have long to wait and find out.  Stories started to filter out of the south…..more great stuff, this time about new southern experiences, part time work, sometimes even references to his former business colleagues.   We have been , in fact kind of “ghost readers” for many years now.  Our former colleague then bestows the ultimate award …..HE ADDS US TO THE DISTRIBUTION LIST !

For those of you in the literary “know”, as it were, you may have deduced who we are talking about……yes, it’s none other than that mega famous guy, Bubba, aka the Great Creeker, aka the Charge D’Affaires…………

So, I’m sure you can understand now what a lofty honor has been bestowed on we Bootleggers, we’ve finally hit the big time with this recognition.  All we need to do now is write our acceptance speech and figure out what we wear on the “red carpet”.

We be:  (Bubba wannabes all)
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