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Dear Pastor,

 

FREE TRIP TO HEAVEN. INQUIRE INSIDE.:
I like that a lot.  (Written on your marquee in the front of your church).

 

UP OR DOWN

Giving that a little thought after I rode by your church--do you ever think that death is  like getting on an elevator in a high building, perhaps at the 8th floor?  You get on and find only ONE button on the wall to push. It all depends on how you HAD ALREADY CHOSEN:  either getting a ride up or down.

SHAFTED

Something more about this: All of your life you have been a miner and had mined either gold or mined refuge in a dump.

It is not a building after all, but instead an elevator shaft.  The shaft goes down but it also extends up, way up into the sky, out of sight (sort of a modern Jacob's ladder)!  Same procedure as before, when you die you enter into the shaft and press the only button on the elevator control panel which is unmarked.  The elevator takes you on a free trip which you have spent your life earning and you either go down or up.  You might say “you get shafted”.   So it is best to be “shovel ready”.  

Here are the possible trips either down or up:

THE TRIP DOWN ELEVATOR SHAFT:

 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen who feasted sumptuously every day.  At his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores.  The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham.  The rich man also died and was BURIED.  In HADES, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side.  He called out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.”  But Abraham said, “Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony.  Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.”  Luke 16:19-26

So that is what can be expected on the free elevator ride down the shaft:  “The lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”

LET’S TALK UP ELEVATOR SHAFT:

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.  And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

see, the home of God is among mortals.

He will dwell with them as their God;

They will be his peoples,

And God himself will be with them;

He will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

Mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

For the first things have passed away.”


   And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.”  Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.”  Then he said to me, “It is done!  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.  To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.  Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and they will be my children.  But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the polluted, the murderers, the fornicators, the sorcerers, the idolaters, and all liars, their place will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” Rev.21:1-8.
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   That is the ride up.  One time I heard a preacher say that the Bible states that a person may have around 70 or so short years on this earth--if they are lucky.  So they had better decide sooner than later how to “get it right” because after that eternity is a powerful long time. 

HOW TO AVOID THE DOWN TRIP and LOCK IN THE RIDE UP:

As it is written:

“There is no one who is righteous, not even one.”  Rom. 3:10 

   For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.  Rom. 3:20

   For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  Rom. 3:23

   Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does these things will live by them.”  But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or Who will descend into the abyss?” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).  But what does it say?

    ”The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart”(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); BECAUSE IF YOU CONFESS WITH YOUR LIPS THAT JESUS IS LORD AND BELIEVE IN YOUR HEART THAT GOD RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD, YOU WILL BE SAVED.  FOR ONE BELIEVES WITH THE HEART AND SO IS JUSTIFIED, AND ONE CONFESSES WITH THE MOUTH AND SO IS SAVED.  THE SCRIPTURE SAYS, “NO ONE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL BE PUT TO SHAME.”  For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him.  For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  Rom. 10:5-13

   Therefore if you have done so, when the time comes and you get “shafted” the assurance of the up ride and the free trip to heaven, then “you got the ticket to ride,” and a free trip to A City Called Heaven.        

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdDOBN1GYHc
Miles D. May
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