                                                   IN AND OUT
Miss Bonnie got a stomach ache, bad.  So she went to her new GP, Dr. Patty, who has an office here on the Plantation.  Miss Bonnie self-diagnosed a bad gall bladder which Dr. Patty agreed, but needed confirmation with a sonogram.  The office staff would make the arrangements.  Miss Bonnie again said to be sure and make it where her health insurance is honored.  An appointment card came in the mail and Miss Bonnie checked on internet to find her insurance to be unacceptable there; she called the staff and had them remake the appointment elsewhere.

The sonogram verified the surgery.  Dr. Patty told her not to worry; gall bladder surgery is no longer a big deal since it is now done mostly by laparoscopy:  they make some holes, stick some stuff in through the holes and out comes the bad stuff (in and out.).  She knew some fine surgeons. Her staff would make an appointment.  Miss Bonnie reminded them about the insurance.  An appointment card came in the mail and she checked on the internet to find her insurance to be unacceptable there; she called the staff back and had them remake the appt. elsewhere.  

Soon she received an appt. card in the mail to see Dr. Henry on July 25th, in one of his offices.  Miss Bonnie got worse. She called for an earlier appointment and was told to come that day at another office--she could be in and out.  Dr. Henry told her that yup, bad gall bladder, and have the staff set up the surgery.   Dr. Henry had an opening in two days and the staff said usually the surgery takes 1.5 hours but Dr. was fast.  He was usually all done and washed up in a half hour.  On our way home they called and wanted 10 percent down payment in cash or credit card to assure her part of the payment.  We were glad to have had a credit card.

After the surgery Dr. came and told me the operation went fine.  The organ was somewhat infected and rather difficult, but he was still done in under an hour and all washed up.  Miss Bonnie got to stay overnight in the hospital and learn that meal delivery people are Catering Associates and nurses aren’t afraid of blood or germs and don’t bother with rubber gloves.  Only folks with gloves were the janitorial staff, which is probably a good thing, and the Catering Associate.  Upon discharge she was told to call Dr. Henry for a follow up visit in a week or 10 days.

She spent only a day or so lying around the house and two days later was up and around real good considering.  With that operation they make holes into the stomach and make a nasty big one right in the navel.  It just makes me sick.  I sure am glad that they did not do that to me.

In a few days, which happened to be July 25th, she called to make the follow up visit and was told that she had missed (not shown up) for her preliminary visit appointment that had been scheduled earlier in the morning.       
In and Out medicine sure has come a long way no matter where you go in the United States, if you’ve got the money.                      Bubba the Creeker,        4 August 2006                                                                                                            
